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Prototype presentation to Fuhrer, Arys proving ground, East Prussia, October 20 1943

This Germen word, Blitzkrieg"” mesns lightning wer, it wes the core tactic Nezi Germeny relied on during
the esrly days of World War IT and the result was sstonishing; much of Europe was overrun within two |
yesrs. It wesnt till the Basttle of Kursk that the Germens confronted their first defest sgeinst the
Soviet tnion. The heavy fortification developed by the Russisns changed the course of their tacticsl
direction. In s briering by Albert Speer to the Fuhrer, he considered producing s howitzer using the
Panzerksmpfwagen VI Tiger"” chessis that used s 3é-centimeter lsunching device of the Navy. £
Oordnence menufscturing firm, Rheinmetsll, developed s 36-centimeter rocket £or the Navy. The origi- e

nel intent for this wespon was to engsge off-the-cosst enemy submarines. It was capable to fire at ¥
arange Of 3,000 meters until the Army showed interest snd msde further modiricstions on their own.

This mighty 3&-centimeter rocket improved its shooting renge to s meximum of 5,000 meters,

@ Highly rigid alloy frame and intricate @ Authentic textured cast metal @ View of interior fighting compartment @ Fully detailed interiors including gun
details recreated in ABS resin by removing rear panel breech, 380mm rocket ammunitions,

racks and cabin

@ Movable parts including gun barrel @ Openable hatches and rotatable
and rolling wheels with torsion bars crane arm
type suspension
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On August 5, 1943, the Fuhrer ordered construction of this experimentsl asssult howitzer, in 1ess than 4 months ﬁ, -
Speer s armement team finished constructing the prototype snd presented it to the Fuhrer on October 20, 1943, < m
Its army designastion wes Panzermorser 3€ suf Tiger, s1so known as the Sturmmorser. The first prototype e ] e
= visit was took place st the Arys Training Ares in Esst Prussis, awy, il d
9 The prototype of the Sturmmorser was constructed based on the Tiger chessis produced prior to #//‘s«‘ O ;/ ;
August 1943, therefore its chassis wes still equipped with rosd wheels with rubber rims snd o ! 5

additionel armor was bolted to the front hull srmor. A noticeable difference of the prototype
was the 20 ges openings in the edge Of the early gun barrel sheath. A few letter stencils
were painted st the front of the sloped fighting compartment to indicate some of its
key specitications, 150m4?”". The full stencils, however, in much historicsl footage
was blocked by the hesdlight. Thst seid, the Forces of Velor resesrch tesm took an
educated guess responding to this mystery: after studying numerous footages and
literature we believe that I50m refers to the thickness of the frontsl armor end 43
degrees indicates the front srmor sngle from vertical.
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